
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




STOR 



Philosophical Transactions 



Please note: Due to an error in the print volume, the page numbering in 
this article may contain either page numbering skips, or page numbering 
repetitions, or both. However, the article content is presented in its entirety 
and in correct reading order. 



Please click on "Next Page" (at the top of the screen) to begin viewing 
the article. 




( *2 4 8 ) 



IV. fart of a Letter from the 'fyvcyfliJ Mr Abraham 
Je la Pry me, F. ?(. S. to the TuMiJher, concerning 
a Spout objcryed by him in Yorkfhire, 

Thorn, July 29. 1702. 

"^Aving obferved in the Tranfa&ions for January laft } 
_ _ Mr Stewart's Ingenious Account of fome Spouts thai- 
he beheld in the Mediterranean Sea j it brought into 
my mind the memory of one that I favv, and was very near 
in this Country fome years ago, which having then com- 
mitted to Paper, I fhail now prefent you with the relation 
of. 

On the 15th of Aug. 1687. about two in the afternoon, 
appeared a Spout in the Air, in the Parifti of Hatfield 3 up- 
on the noife of which I immediately ran to the view there- 
of, and found it about a mile off, coming dire&ly to the 
place where I was 3 upon which I took my Profpe&ive 
Glaffes, and made the beft and niceft Obfervations thereon 
that I could.' 

The Seafon was very dry, the Weather extreme hot, and 
the Air very Cloudy, the Wind aloft and pretty ftrong 3 
and (that which is moft obfervable and moft material) 
blowing out of feveral quarters at the fame time, and filling 
the Air hereabouts with mighty thick and black Clouds, 
layer upon layer 3 the Wind thus blowing foon created a 
great Vortex, Giration, and Whirling amongft the Clouds, 
the. Center of which ever now and then dropt down in the 
ftiape of a thick long Black Pipe, commonly call'd a Spout 5 
in which I could plainly and moft diftin&ly behold a Moti- 
on, like that of a Screw, continually drawing upwards 
and Screwing up (as it were) whatever it touched. In its 
progrefs it moved f Jowly over a Hedge Row and Grove of 
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young Trees, which it made bend like Hafel Wands, in a 
Circular Motion ; then going forward to a great Barn, it did 
in a minute twitch offall the Thatch, and till the whole Air 
therewith. Coming to a very great Oak Tree, it made it 
bend like the aforegoing, and broke one of the grcateft and 
ftrongeft Branches thereof, that would not yield to its fury, 
and twitting it about, flung it a very considerable diftance 
oft Then coming to the place where I flood, even within 
300 yards of me, I beheld with great fatisfattion its odd 
Phoenomerron, and found that it proceeded from nothing 
at all but a Giration of the Clouds, by contrary Winds 
meeting in a Point or Center,, and then and there where 
the Greateft Condenfation and Gravitation was, falling 
down into a Pipe or Great Tube ( fomewhat like the 
Cochlea Archimedis ) and that in its Working or Whirling 
Motion either fucksjip Water, or Deftroys Ships, &c. ha- 
ving travell'd about a quarter of a mile farther, it then Dif- 
folved by the Prevalency of the Wind that came out of 
the EaflM 
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